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PRE FACE  

 

The International Eastern European Studies Platform is an academic research platform 

established in 2017 by a group of Turkish academicians. The platform is one of the most 

important consequences of Turkeyôs mainly history-oriented Eastern European studies and 

organizes academic activities such as congresses, workshops, journals, conferences, panels.  

The first congress was organized by PIEES on 21 - 23 September 2018 at Taras 

Sevchenko National University in Kiev. The theme of the congress was devoted to the sources 

and methodology of Eastern European History, and it hosted approximately 100 speakers. The 

proceedings of the congress consist of 36 papers selected from the congress papers. 

PIEES is happy and proud of carring out all the works planned to implement just after its 

establishment in 2017. We are also proud of presenting the current book, Proceedings of the 

1th Congress of International Eastern European Studies (CIEES), one of the most important 

works of the PIEES, as a contribution to the world of science and the fruit of the congress.  

We would like to thank the Turkish Historical Society, Taras Shevchenko National 

University, Sakarya University and Eskiĸehir Osman Gazi University for their supports. We are 

deeply thankful to all the academicians who applied for the congress and to their contributions 

and the publication of the congress proceedings. The PIEES secretariat is the most important 

part of this product with their voluntary and altruistic work. We are grateful to the referees, who 

spent their valuable time for evaluating the papers. The main staff of the PIEES is the real owner 

of this work. 

 

Prof. Dr. Y¿cel ¥zt¿rk ï Prof. Dr. Nuri Kavak  
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Eastern Europe in the Description of the Famous Ottoman 

Geographer Katib ¢elebi 

         

Ahmet ¦ST¦NER* 

Introduction  

Geographical studies in the Ottoman Empire were mostly carried out through works that 

were written under the influence of Turkish ï Islamic geographical tradition until mid-17th 

century.1 From the middle of the 17th century these studies provided an environment for a 

different approach with the help of the European influence. As a result of the translational 

studies led by Katib ¢elebi at his period, the translations of the prominent works written in 

Europe began to be adopted as a new style both in geography and in cartography.2 Similarly, 

the Ottoman world of science became more familiar with European geography through the 

translated works of European origin and gave it a larger place in their following works. In this 

context, this report focuses on the discourses concerning Eastern Europe within Katib ¢elebiôs 

works, who was a prominent name in Ottoman geography the pioneer of the changes in the 

Ottoman geographical approaches.  

 

Katib ¢elebi and His Works (1609-1657) 

One of the leading intellectuals of the 17th century, during which period many important 

changes and developments took place, Katib ¢elebi stands out as a scientist who gave a 

significant place to the information and drawings concerning Eastern Europe in his writings. 

Originally called Hacē Halife Mustafa bin Abdullah, he lived in Istanbul between the years 

1609-1657 and wrote numerous works in various fields such as history, politics, geography, 

mathematics, astronomy, biography and bibliography. He is a scientist who succeeded in 

acquiring a worldwide reputation with his studies and whose works were published in different 

languages even during his lifetime. He started working as a scribe in the imperial council 

(Divan-ē H¿mayun) during his early years and carried out this service for the rest of his life 

                                                 
* Asst. Prof., Istanbul University, Research Institute of Turkology. Istanbul ahmetustuner@istanbul.edu.tr  
1 For details on the Ottoman geography studies see: Mahmut Ak, "Coĵrafya (Osmanlēlar Dºnemi)", DĶA, vol. VIII, 

Ķstanbul 1993, pp. 62-66; Mahmut Ak, "Osmanlē Coĵrafya ¢alēĸmalarē", T¿rkiye Araĸtērmalarē Literat¿r Dergisi, 

vol. II, nr. 4, 2004, pp.163-211. Fr. Taeschner, "Osmanlēlarda Coĵrafya", (trans. Hamid Sadi), T¿rkiyat Mecmuasē, 

vol. II, 1928, pp. 147-156. 
2 Ahmet ¦st¿ner-H. Ahmet Arslant¿rk, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r F´ Zulmet-i Atlas Minor, T¿rkiye Bilimler Akademisi, 

Ankara 2017; Ahmet ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r (Metin-Deĵerlendirme), Ķstanbul ¦niversitesi Sosyal Bilimler 

Enstit¿s¿ T¿rkiyat Araĸtērmalarē Yayēnlanmamēĸ Doktora Tezi, Ķstanbul 2017. (hereafter ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-

n¾r) 

mailto:ahmetustuner@istanbul.edu.tr
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with intervals in between. Beginning from his childhood years he received lessons in Quran, 

Arabic, mathematics and astronomy from the prominent names of his period. He participated 

in expeditions with the Ottoman army3 at certain periods in his life and even during these 

expeditions he made the best of his spare time by collecting resources for his works or by 

writing them down. During the times when he did not participate in the expeditions, he 

conducted his scientific studies and occasionally tutored in the time left to him by his duty as 

an army scribe in Divan-ē H¿mayun in Istanbul. He died suddenly of heart attack in 1657.4 

The works of Katib ¢elebi produced with the help of a vast knowledge and a broad 

perspective which went beyond his times have attracted the attention of the researchers both 

with their style of writing and their content through the years. It is known that he wrote 25 

distinct works in his short life of 48 years. Considering the data from the resources, the 

possibility that he might have other works that have not been discovered by researchers is quite 

strong.5  

One of his works, Keĸf¿ôz-z¿nun, led the way for the fields of bibliography and biography 

and Takvim¿ôt-tevarih drew attention as a chronological calendar. Similarly, he produced 

numerous works like Fezleke which contained historical information and Cihann¿ma which 

had many editions and incorporated the geographical knowledge of both the Eastern and the 

Western scientific world with its translations into various languages. Again, his works like 

Levamiôuôn-nur,6 Ķrĸad¿ôl-hēyara, Tarih-i Frengi Terc¿mesi, Tarih-i Konstantēnēyye and 

Kayasēra, which are qualified as translation/copyright works according to his own comments 

and assessments, are thought to have served as a bridge between the two worlds in the 

introduction of the developments in Europe to Ottoman-Islamic world. 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 The expeditions he participated in are shortly as follows: 1623/24 Tercan in order to quell the uprising of Abaza 

Mehmed Pasha, Baghdad expedition in 1626 against the Safavids, 1627-28 Erzurum siege against Abaza Pasha, 

1630 H¿srev Pashaôs expeditions to Baghdad and Hamadan, Iran expedition led by Veziriazam Tabanēyassē 

Mehmed Pasha and lastly, Revan expedition led by Murad IV in 1635. For detailed information see: ¦st¿ner, 

Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, pp.18-24. 
4 For detailed information on his life see: ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, pp.18-24; Gottfried Hagen, Bir Osmanlē 

Coĵrafyacēsē Ķĸbaĸēnda Katib ¢elebi'nin Cihann¿m©'sē ve D¿ĸ¿nce D¿nyasē, trasn. Hilal Gºrg¿n, K¿re Yayēnlarē, 

Ķstanbul 2015. pp. 23-93. (hereafter Hagen, Osmanlē Coĵrfayacēsē) 
5 For detailed information about his works see; ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, pp.28-40; also Zeynep Aycibin, Katib 

¢elebi Fezleke: Tahlil-Metin, I-III, Mimar Sinan G¿zel Sanatlar ¦niversitesi. Sosyal Bilimler Enstit¿s¿ Doktora 

Tezi, Ķstanbul 2007, pp. 18-105, (hereafter, Aycibin, Fezleke) 
6 For author's handwriting copy see: Katib ¢elebi, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r F´ Zulmet-i Atlas Minor, Nuruosmaniye 

K¿t¿phanesi, Nr. 2998.  
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How Does Katib ¢elebi Describe Eastern Europe 

It is possible to encounter a vast knowledge about Eastern Europe in many works of Katib 

¢elebi. It may be best to assess these accounts from two different aspects because as he himself 

points out his translation works that begins with Levamiôuôn-nur marks a milestone in his 

gaining a wider reputation in Europe. The way he talks about Eastern Europe in the works prior 

to his translational works such as 1th Telif Cihann¿ma and T¿rk­e Fezleke are mostly based on 

the Ottoman Empireôs struggle for dominion over this geography. The accounting is shorter and 

consists mainly of mere historical information. Accordingly, regions that are mentioned in 

Fezleke such as Yanēk, Crimea, Belgrade, Caffa, Azov, Khotyn, Kamyanets Podilskyi, Ochakiv 

are discussed around the historical events that take place during the Hijri years 1000-1065 

(1591, 1592-1654, 1655) under sub-headings ñZikr-i Ahv©l-i Fetih Girayò, Ąmeden-i K©sēd-ē 

Leh be-Ąsitaneò and ñTecd´d-i Sulhò7 and the like. Likewise, information concerning Ottoman-

Poland relations and Ukrainian Kazakhs and Hetmans are also topics of discussion in his work.8  

Similarly, in his work on the field of navigation, Tuhfet¿ôl-Kib©r, he discusses Eastern Europe 

in terms of historical events under the sub-headings such as ñSefer-i Kefe ve Azakò9, Ķbtid©-i 

Zuh¾r-ē Kazak der-Karadenizò,10 ñSefer-i Muhafaza-i Kºpri-i Tuna.ò11 

On the other hand, it is hard to find organized information about Eastern European 

geography in his translational work Tarih-i Frengi Terc¿mesi12 and in his works that are based 

heavily on translated data like Ķrĸ©d¿ôl Hēy©r©. The information included in the aforementioned 

texts is also in the form of referring to certain regions by virtue of accounting the historical 

events. It is possible to find unincorporated information about almost all of Eastern Europe in 

Tarih-i Frengi Terc¿mesi. It can be seen that within this text, the relaying of the events 

revolving around people like the Hungarian king Sigismund (r. 1387-1437) or the Poland king 

Wladyslaw III (r. 1434-1444) and occurrences taking place in relation to the actions of the 

Ottomans and Timurôs are accompanied by small-scale historical information.13 In other words, 

it is possible to come across sporadic information and concerning Eastern European geography, 

                                                 
7 Aycibin, Fezleke, p. 539 and p. 321. 
8 For example, see: Aycibin, Fezleke, "Tecd´d-i Sulh be-Leh" p. 817 and "Zikr-i Ķst´l©-i Tatar ber-Bil©d-ē Leh" p. 

1093. 
9 Katib ¢elebi, Tuhfet¿'l-Kib©r fi-Esf©ril Bih©r, (prep. Ķdris Bostan), Ankara 2008, p. 70, (hereafter, Bostan, 

Tuhfet¿ôl-Kib©r) 
10 Bostan, Tuhfet¿'l-Kib©r, p. 120. 
11 Bostan, Tuhfet¿'l-Kib©r, p. 121. 
12 The book is the translation of Johann Carionôs shortly known ñChroniclesò. For details see: Katib ¢elebi, T©r´h-

i Frengi Terc¿mesi, (prep. Ķbrahim Solak), Konya 2010, (hereafter, Solak, T©r´h-i Frengi) 
13 For instance, see: Solak, Tarih-i Frengi, pp. 151-153. 
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history and culture, sometimes in passages and sometimes in footnotes. it is seen that in his 

work Ķrĸ©d¿ôl Hēy©r©, he gives partially geographical and generally historical information 

about Moldavia-Wallachia and Transylvania.14 

 

 

The map of Europe (Katib ¢elebi, Lev©miôuôn-n¾r fi Zulmet-i Atlas Minor, p.17b) 

 

Among Katib ¢elebiôs works, the ones that stand out in the fields of geography and 

historical geography are 1th and 2nd Telif Cihann¿m© and Lev©miôuôn-n¾r fi Zulmet-i Atlas 

Minor (Lights Glittering in the Darkness of Atlas Minor)15 In the aforementioned texts contain 

extensive information about the topics such as Eastern European geography, history and culture. 

In his book 2nd Telif Cihann¿ma, he refers to places from Eastern Europe during his 

discussion of European continent such as Poland, Bosnia, Azov, Russia, Hungary, 

Transylvania, Crimea, Moscow etc. and the names of the Eastern European countries and cities 

are likewise listed in the index prepared for the arrangement of the book. However, there are 

                                                 
14 For instance, Abdullah Fatih Gemi, K©tip ¢elebiônin Ķrĸ©d¿'l Hay©r© ile Ali Ufki Beyôin Turcarum Liturgia 

Eserlerinin Tahlili ve Metni, Gazi ¦niversitesi Sos. Bil. Ens. Tarih. Anabilim Dalē, Yeni­aĵ Tarihi Bilim Dalē, 

Yayēnlanmamēĸ Y¿ksek Lisans Tezi, Ankara 2013, p. 118-119, 128-130. 
15 For detailed information on the Cihann¿m©s and Lev©mióuôn-n¾r see: ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r; Hagen, Osmanlē 

Coĵrafyacēsē; Orhan ķaik Gºkyay, "Cihann¿ma", DĶA, vol. VII, pp. 541-542. 
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no distinct headings in the book due to its being incomplete.16 Existing information consists of 

statements composed of one or two sentences scattered through the text.  

 

 

The Map of Belgrade (Katib ¢elebi, 1th Telif Cihann¿ma, p.94b) 

 

It is seen that in I. Telif Cihann¿ma, which he begins to write before his translation works, 

Katib ¢elebi discusses Eastern Europe geography in the light of the information collected 

                                                 
16 See: Katib ¢elebi, Cihann¿m© (II. Telif m¿ellif n¿shasē), Topkapē Sarayē M¿zesi K¿t¿phanesi, Revan Kºĸk¿ 

Nr. 1624, 32a, 17a-19a. 
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mostly from Ottoman-Islamic world of science under distinct headings, albeit not extensively. 

The narration mostly revolves around the regions like Rumelian geography, Transylvania, 

Belgrade and Budin which were under the Ottoman rule at the time.17 In addition, it is also 

possible to come across information about Eastern Europe under incomplete headings such as 

ñMem©lik-i Mesko (Moscow country)ò18 and ñMem©lik-i Kazak (Cossak country).ò19 In this 

respect, it is necessary to note that 1th Telif Cihan¿mma contains a sketch of a map that 

demonstrates Belgrade and its surrounding area.20  

 

 

The Map of Wallachia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania (Katib ¢elebi, Lev©miôuôn-n¾r, p.361a) 

 

Among Katib ¢elebiôs works, Lev©miôuôn-n¾r is the one that contains organized and 

regionally classified geographical information. As is known, this work is an interpretive 

translation of the work titled Atlas Minor by the famous Flemish geographer and cartographer 

                                                 
17 Katib ¢elebi, Cihann¿m© (I. Telif m¿ellif m¿sveddesi) Viyana Milli K¿t¿phanesi, Mixt. 389, 258b and 99a-

105a. (Sonra, Cihann¿m© II). 
18 Cihann¿m© II, 256b. 
19 Cihann¿m© II, 257b. 
20 Cihann¿m© II, 94b. 
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Gerardus Mercator.21 All of European geography is described in detail in this work and 

extensive knowledge is given in particular about the parts of Eastern Europe and the Balkans 

which correspond to Russia22, Romania and Moldovia23, Ukraine, Crimea, Kherson24, Poland25, 

Serbia and Bulgaria26, Greece27, Makedonia28, Mora29 today. Similarly, information about 

Eastern European history and geography can be gleaned from trivia scattered among the 

sentences in the book, in addition to geographical denotations such as geography of the Ottoman 

Empire30, Tartaria31 etc. Numerous kinds of information about the aforementioned regions 

appear in the book from history to geography, literature, art, mythology, culture, religion and 

daily life. In the parts that fall under distinct headings, the subject is introduced with an 

etymological assessment of the countryôs name as in the cases of Moscow and Russia. It is 

explained that the city takes its name from a river called ñMoskoò. Afterwards, the borders are 

mentioned and smaller administrative units under the countryôs rule are addressed. After listing 

the cities, lakes, rivers, mountains, fortresses a collection of information about the fauna and 

the flora of the region is presented. Also, in most cases, extensive information about the belief 

systems and the church regulations draws oneôs attention. 32   

                                                 
21 For some information about Atlas Minor and Mercator see: ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, pp. 6-18,41-79. 
22 ñDer-Resm-i Rusiya y©h¾d Meskoviyaò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, pp. 406, 409. 
23 ñDer-Bey©n-ē Kēransilivaniya y©h¾d Siyedenburcenò, ñ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p.417. 
24 ñDer-Resm-i Taverika Kersonezuzò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 422. 
25 ñDer-Bey©n-ē Poloniya Saltanatēò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 813. 
26 ñValakiya ve Serviya ve Bulgariya ve Romaniyaò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 918. 
27 ñDer-Bey©n-ē Gērasiya yaón´ Yunanò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 923. 
28 ñDer-Bey©n-ē Makadoniyaò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 927. 
29 ñDer-Resm-i Moreyaò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 933. 
30 ñDer-Bey©n-ē Tursikum Ķmperiyum yaón´ T¿rk Saltanatēò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 972. 
31 ñDer-Bey©n-ē Tursikum Ķmperiyum yaón´ T¿rk Saltanatēò, ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 972. 
32 ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 406.  
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The map of Poland and Silesia (Katib ¢elebi, Lev©miôuôn-n¾r, p.304b) 

 

Again, it can be seen that a detailed account regarding the administrative structure of 

Poland is offered: The civil condition of Poland consists of two ranks. In the former rank are 

the ecclesiastical class including archbishops of Gnesne and Leopoli and also e bishops of 

Cracovia and Ploczko and Chelma and Vladislavie and Pomesanie and Varmie and Culma and 

Sanbiensis and Posnanie and Premislie, and Cavenez and Vilne and Mednicque and Luceoriea 

and the bishops of Rigae, Derptae and Absel and Revaliae in the province of Livonia. In the 

second rank are the rulers of the commoners; namely, the castellan of the Cracovinae and these 

palatines. The palatine of Cracovinae and Posnania and Sandomiria and Kalischi and Sēradiae 

and Lancise and Brezeste and Inawladislaviae and Russia and Podolia and Lublin and Belze 

and Plocense and Mozovia and Rava and also Vinae in Lithuaniaé33 

                                                 
33 Poloniya'nun ahv©li temedd¿ni iki mertebe ile k©yimd¿r. Evvelki mertebede ehl-i eklizya yaón´ Gnesne (Gēnesna) 

ve Leopoli (Leyopoli)'n¿n arkiya piskoposlarē ve dahi Cracovia (Kērakoviya) ve Ploczko (Piloksko) ve Chelma 

(Halma) ve Vladislavie (Uladislaviya) ve Pomesanie (Pomeraniya) ve Varmie (Varmiya) ve Culma (Kulma) ve 

Sanbiensis (Sanbiyum) ve Posnanie (Posnaniya) ve Premislie, (Piremisliya) ve Cavenez (Kavenez) ve Vilne (Vilna) 

ve Mednicque (Mednik) ve Luceorie (Luseoriya) episkoposlarē ve Livonia (Livoniya) vil©yetinde Rigae (Riga) ve 

Derptae (Derpta) ve Absel (Apsel) ve Revaliae (Redaviya)'nun episkoposlarē. Ķkinci mertebede av©m beĵleri olur. 

Y©óni Cracoviae (Kērakoviya)'nun kastellanusē ve bu palatinuslar. Palatini, Cracoviae (Kērakoviya Palatiyusē) ve 

Posnania (Posnaniya) ve Sandomiria (Sandomiriya) ve Kalischi (Kaliskē) ve Sēradiae (Sēradiya) ve Lancise 

(Lansiza) ve Brezeste (Birazest) ve Inawladislaviae (Ķynouvvaladislaviya) ve Russia (Russiya) ve Podolia 

(Podoliya) ve Lublin (Lublin) ve Belze (Belz) ve Plocense (Pēlokens) ve Mozovia (Mozaviya) ve Rava (Rava) ve 

dahi Lithuania (Litvaniya)'da Vilnae (Vilna)...  ¦st¿ner, Lev©mióuôn-n¾r, p. 815. 


